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MISSION STATEMENT: In responding to God’s great love to us in Christ 
Jesus, FAITH Lutheran Church dedicates itself to the continual growth of 
Christ’s Church in Bridgeport, in all of Michigan and the United States of 
America, and into all of the world through…. 

 Fellowshipping around the Gospel (Acts 2:42) 

 Administering the Means of Grace (1 Cor. 4:1) 

 Investing our time and talents (2 Cor. 9:7, 8) 

 Teaching the Christian FAITH (2 Tim. 2:2) 

 Helping those in need (Matt. 25:40) 
 

Professional Staff: 
Rev. Timothy Behnke, Pastor, 989-401-8537  
E-Mail: heiditim@netzero.com 
Karlie Fournier, Childcare & Preschool Director, 989-777-2702 
Barb Swanson, Secretary, 989-777-2600 
E-mail:  faithluthchurch@yahoo.com 
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Serving at FAITH in January 
 

Elders: 
   9:00 am Archie Swanson, Tom Harris, Steve Dedyne  
 
Altar Guild: Sandy Davis, Linda Williams 
  
 
Ushers:    

January 3 Group 1      
January 10 Group 1      
January 17 Group 2  
January 24 Group 2 
January 31 Group 3     
          

Ushers:  
Group 3  Group 1  Group 2  

 Jim Jordan  Roger Bond                    Bill Niedrich  
 Bob Ferchau  Josh Bond                  Joe Sylvester 
 Steve Dedyne  Ron Reinbold                           Tim Ross 
 Tom Pierce  Jamie Rutherford             Matt Hoffmann 
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A New Year 

 

As this year comes to an end, I am writing this 

newsletter under quarantine. I have no symptoms, 

but was exposed to my wife who has recovered 

from Covid-19 and is, ironically, not under 

quarantine. It has been a tough year in so many 

ways, from the losses of loved ones to disrupted 

lives. I am not going to recount all the bad stuff, 

because there is bad stuff every year; we live in a 

fallen world and will continue to live in one, 

whether 2021 is better or not.  

However, I do want to say that there have still 

been good things this year. I have seen families 

spend more time together. Many people have 

come to appreciate more the things we often took 

for granted, such as worshipping together or 

spending time with friends and loved ones. I’ve 

seen the church find new ways to reach out and 

minister to people. I’ve seen people’s faith made 

stronger by the struggles they have overcome 

through Christ. I’ve seen the effort and work put 

in by many people to continue to show God’s 

love, especially with our food distribution. I’ve 

seen people’s generosity beyond what normally 

would be expected in times of uncertainty. I’ve 

seen people show love for their neighbor even 

when it was inconvenient for them.  
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In other words, I’ve seen God working through 

his people.  

I also know that God in Christ is working for 

the good of his people. He told us these times 

would come, but he also promised to be with us 

and to strengthen us in the midst of them just as 

he has always done for his people. He has 

promised us that disease and death and despair 

and even Satan will not have the last word, 

because his Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, had the 

last word when he said “it is finished” on the 

cross. He has promised us an eternity with him 

where he wipes every tear from our eyes and 

repays us double for all the hardship we have 

endured. He has promised this because he loves us 

and as the Apostle Paul tells us in Romans 8:28-

29: “neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, 

nor things present nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 

all creation, will be able to separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

May our New Year be blessed and better than 

last year. 

 

--To God be the glory-- 

                                                    

 Pastor Tim Behnke   
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January 
             
1 Joan Block, Judy Christiansen,  
2 Holly Klein 
9 Andy Hoffmann, Steven Kuch 
11 Sarah Albers 
12 Kristi Sawatzki, John Powell,  
 *Layla Ayala 
13 Katelynn Harris, Karen Leaym 
14 Karin Reinbold 
16 Ryan Schroeder 
19 Maxine Frounfelter 
20 Louise Davis 
21 Linda Pavlicek 
23 Gabriella Harris, Brandon McNally 
25 Roger Schumann, *Quinn Jennings 
26 Amber Klein, Brad Kochan 
27 Joyce Duve 
29 Alan McNalley Jr. 
30 Karen Brush 
 

*Children 
 

 

  
 
 
 

12 Doug & Linda Williams   
 

 

 

 

If we have missed anyone or made an error please call the church 
office 
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December Administrative Council Item of Interest 
 

A Voters’ meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 5, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary.  The meeting will be offered on zoom.  Watch for more details.  We 
will be voting to approve the proposed budget and election of Congregational 
Officers for 2021.   
 

FAITH Lutheran Church 
Congregational Officers Slate 2021 

 
1. All officers are elected to three-year terms. 
2. The number in parentheses ( ) notes the year of the member’s 

election. 
3. The * marks those who are being nominated for election this year. 

 
Administrative Council   Board of Elders 
*Josh Bond (20)    Steve Dedyne (18) 
Karen Brush (19)    Tom Harris (18) 
*Louise Davis (20)   Andy Hoffmann (18) 
Sandy Davis (18)    Ed Gubbins (18) 
Jill Eischer (18)    *Archie Swanson (20) 
Denise Mosey (18)   *Matt Hoffmann (20) 
*Jim Thieme (20)    *Gary Green (20) 
Doug Williams (18)   *Michael Hastedt (20) 
Ex Officio: Pastor Behnke 
 
Board of Property and Finance 
Carol Dickhausen (18)  Denise Mosey (18) 
Ryan Swanson (18)  Helen Hammond (19) 
Dwight McNally (19)  Barb Swanson (19) 
Tom Harris (19)   Jamie Rutherford (19) 
 
Board of Christian Education 
*Kathy Harris (20)  Laurie Lisk (18) 
Mindy Hoffmann (18)  Brenda Padgett (18) 
*Susan Koehr (20)  *Kim Stroup (20) 
 
Nominating Committee:  Pastor Behnke, Louise Davis, and Denise Mosey.   
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INTRODUCING MEMBERS OF FAITH 

 
Cindy Padgett was born in Saginaw on December 16, 1961.  She was 

baptized at St. Matthews in Freeland in 1962.  She transferred to FAITH 

with her family in 1968 and was confirmed at FAITH in May of 1976 by 

Pastor Witto.  Cindy lived and worked in West Virginia from 2005 to 

2010 where she was a member of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 

Parkersburg, WV.  She moved back to Bridgeport in 2010. 

 

Cindy doesn’t have children of her own but God must have decided that 

she still needed to be a “MA.”  She started caring for Samuel Spencer 

when he was three months old and when he started talking, he called her 

“MA.”  Sam is the son of Kevin and Jenn Spencer.  They are kind 

enough to share him with her. 

 

Cindy has been involved with our Sunday School, VBS, and Youth here 

at FAITH.  She also helps in the kitchen with Funeral Luncheons, Food 

Distributions, and other functions. She worked in our Childcare for three 

years.  Now she is working at the Bethesda Group Home in 

Frankenmuth.  They currently have six residents who greatly enjoy 

having Cindy bring them to FAITH for various events. 

 

Cindy enjoys all kinds of crafting like scrapbooking and card making. 

She and Sammy like to work in their flower garden at the Historical 

Society in Bridgeport.  She also likes to spend time with her four ‘great’ 

nephews:  Wes, Hayden, Zack, and Harrison. 

 

God’s love means to Cindy that  

even though she sins, God  

loves her because Jesus earned 

her forgiveness and so she is 

His child. 

 

Her one desire for FAITH  

is that no member of FAITH 

ever takes for granted the 

opportunity to worship together. 

Because of COVID-19, this past  

year has been difficult for all of us. 
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WOMEN OF FAITH JANUARY NEWSLETTER 

 
During your busy day continue to show God’s love to others around you.  
Speak kind words, a phone call, or a card.  Remember those home-
bound those who are unable to get out.  Keep safe.  Remember God is 
in control. 
 
Cuddle Quilts:  We have plenty of squares ready to sew and some quilts 
ready to tie.  If you are willing to help, contact Heidi Behnke or Denise 
Mosey.   For other questions, please contact Judy Christiansen.  
 
Book Club:  We are reading, “I Still Believe” a memoir of the life of 
music megastar Jeremy Camp, has been selected.  If you have any 
questions, contact Shirley Lehman.   
 
Lutheran World Relief: We are collecting items for Personal Care Kits.  A 
list of items is in your FAITHlines each Sunday.  If you have questions, 
please contact Susan Koehr or Laurie Lisk.  
 
Encouraging Cards: Please continue making them for the women at the 
Rescue Mission.  Cards are available on the counter in the Narthex.  If 
you have any questions, see Heidi Behnke.   
 
 Blessings to Everyone! 
“With God All Things Are Possible” 
President, Denise Mosey 

 

 

 


