FAITH Lutheran Church

Offering Christ-Centered Preschool and Childcare
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P.O. Box 242
Bridgeport, MI 48722

Phone: 989-777-2600 Fax: 989-777-5069
E-Mail: faithluthchurch@yahoo.com Web: faithlutheranbridgeport.org

FOCUS ON FAITH
February, 2021

MISSION STATEMENT: In responding to God’s great love to us in Christ
Jesus, FAITH Lutheran Church dedicates itself to the continual growth of
Christ’s Church in Bridgeport, in all of Michigan and the United States of
America, and into all of the world through….
 Fellowshipping around the Gospel (Acts 2:42)
 Administering the Means of Grace (1 Cor. 4:1)
 Investing our time and talents (2 Cor. 9:7, 8)
 Teaching the Christian FAITH (2 Tim. 2:2)
 Helping those in need (Matt. 25:40)

Staff:

Rev. Timothy Behnke, Pastor, 989-777-2600,
E-Mail: heiditim@netzero.com
Karlie Fournier: Preschool/Childcare Director, 989-777-2702
Barb Swanson, Secretary, 989-777-2600
Sandy Davis, Treasurer, 989-777-2600
Ryan Swanson, Custodian, 989-777-2600

Serving at FAITH in February
Elders:
Archie Swanson, Tom Harris, Steve Dedyne
Altar Guild:

Laurie Lisk, Denise Mosey

Ushers:
February 7
February 14
February 21
February 28

Group 3
Group 4
Group 4
Group 1

Ushers: Group 1
Roger Bond
Josh Bond
Ron Reinbold
Jamie Rutherford

Group 3
Jim Jordan
Bob Ferchau
Steve Dedyne
Tom Pierce

Group 4
Dean Notter
Austin Notter
Ron Brush

Greeters:
8:00
10:30
Feb. 7 Diane Gubbins, Dearaine Gubbins
Steve & Dorothy Dedyne
Feb. 14 Ed & Louise Davis, Keith & Denise Mosey Matt & Marla Hoffmann
Feb. 21 Helen Hammond; Kathy Jordan
Heidi Behnke; Shirley Lehman
Feb. 28 Shirley Lehman, Doug & Linda Williams
Keith & Denise Mosey;
Heidi Behnke

Complaints
As I lived through a second quarantine, this time because I
actually had the virus, I began to complain about not being able to
go anywhere or do anything. I knew the quarantine was necessary
and I did not want to spread the virus, but I chafed at the
inconveniences and the inability to do what I wanted. I did not like
having to depend on others and did not like the limited list of
things I could do. In reality, I actually had it pretty good because
my family was with me, my symptoms were mild and I had house
projects I could do. But I still did not like it.
As I reflected on this, I realize that is a part of our fallen
humanity to chafe at not being in control. We don’t like it when
we don’t get to call the shots or when we have to depend on
others. We don’t like any inconveniences or burdens, especially
those from other people. In other words, we don’t want to bear any
crosses.
Yet that is exactly what Jesus Christ calls us to do. He says
“pick up your cross and follow me.” When one picks up a cross,
they are mostly likely going to die, so he is asking us to die to
ourselves and live for him and others. This is not easy. This is not
in our fallen human nature. Yet, he can ask us to do this primarily
because he did it himself. He literally carried a cross so we could
be freed from our slavery to sin, death and Satan. He did it out of
love.
I don’t think we will ever know how much it cost him to
become human and live among us with all the inconveniences,
limitations and dependence on others, not even mentioning the
suffering he would have to endure. Yet, he never complained. If
you think about it, it makes our complaints at the often minor
problems of life seem fairly petty. That is why we are to keep our
eyes on Christ and not ourselves. If we just look at ourselves, it
soon becomes all about us, but if we keep our eyes on Christ, he
leads us, strengthens us and shows us the way to live as a child of
God, loving our heavenly Father and loving one another.
--To God be the glory-Pastor Tim Behnke
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FEBRUARY
Birthdays
1
2
3
5
7
10
12
13
14
18
22
25
29

Janet Thieme, *Hope Bond
Geraldine Padgett, Lisa Bond
Ben Hoffmann
Tony Pavlicek
Meghan Wininger
Wayne McLean, Kevin Spencer
Jeff McNally, Joe Sylvester
Denise Mosey
Kim Stroup
Ann McNalley, Devon Moll, Karen O’Brien
Wesley Padgett
*Theodore Jennings
Aubrey Schumann
Danielle Behnke

*Children

Anniversaries
8
10

Keenan & Sarah Albers
Steve & Dorothy Dedyne

If we have missed anyone or made an error please call the church office.

4

WOMEN OF FAITH
FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER
Winter has graced us with its presence. Cold, snow, ice, and even rain.
If Covid -19 has not affected you, it has touched the lives of someone
you know. We need our church and God more than ever. We trust that
our Lord and Savior will get us through.
Cuddle Quilts: We have plenty of squares ready to sew and some quilts
ready to tie. If you are willing to help, contact Heidi Behnke or Denise
Mosey. For other questions, please contact Judy Christiansen.
Book Club: We are reading, “I Still Believe” a memoir of the life of
music megastar, Jeremy Camp. If you have any questions, contact
Shirley Lehman.
Lutheran World Relief: We are collecting items for Personal Care Kits.
A list of items is in your FAITHlines each Sunday. If you have questions,
please contact Susan Koehr or Laurie Lisk.
Encouraging Cards: Please continue making them for the women at the
Rescue Mission. Cards are available on the counter in the Narthex. If
you have any questions, see Heidi Behnke.
LWML Mites contributed in 2020 amounted to $866.23. Thank you to
all members of FAITH. This could not have been achieved without you.

Blessings to Everyone!
“With God All Things Are Possible”
President, Denise Mosey
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JANUARY ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
ITEM OF INTEREST
On January 5th FAITH’s members voted and passed
the Proposed Budget for 2021 in the amount of
$578,144.00. The 2021 Congregational Slate of
Officers was presented and accepted. Thank you to those who serve
our church so FAITHfully.
The Boiler is paid off. Thank you to the members of FAITH who
contributed. Now we are raising funds for the Fellowship Hall Roof.
Ed Gubbins, head of Elders reported that we will continue having drive
through communion for a few more months. We will continue to offer
Worship Services at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Ed Gubbins reported that the two Free Food Distribution continues
each month are appreciated and welcomed by the community. Thank
you to our members who continue to help.
Emy Goodman reported that since November 10th, our church Directory
Calendar has been in the Frankenmuth News each week saying that our
Worship Service could be seen on Facebook, YouTube, and our website.
It also invited everyone to worship with us Sundays at 8:00 a.m. and
10:30 a.m. with observing social distancing. They also published seven
articles about our Free Food Distributions. The Birch Run/Bridgeport
Herald published six articles about our Free Food Distributions. Thank
you to Heidi Behnke for keeping the sign on the parsonage lawn
current.
Respectively submitted, Denise Mosey
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INTRODUCING MEMBERS OF FAITH
Brenda Padgett was born in Saginaw. She has four siblings:
Roberta (Brian) Fent, Cindy Padgett, Glen Padgett, and Angela
(Matthew) Beyersdorf. Brenda is the middle child.
Brenda is blessed with two nieces, Heather Fent and Amy
(Andrew) Zietz; and four nephews, Wesley Padgett, Hayden
Beyersdorf, Zachary Padgett, and Harrison Beyersdorf. She also
has two great nieces: Avery Zietz and Adalyn Zietz.
Brenda was baptized at St. Matthew’s in Freeland. She has been a
member of FAITH since 1968 and she was confirmed here in
1978.
She is currently serving on our Board of Christian Education and
is a member of our Bell Choir and Altar Guild. In the past, she
taught Sunday School and Wednesday School and was on our
Fellowship Committee.
Brenda is employed at the Millet Learning Center. She has
worked there for over 33 years. For the last 10 years, she also is
employed in our Childcare here at FAITH.
Brenda enjoys watching the Detroit Tigers play baseball. She
missed not having a full season in 2020.
God’s love means to Brenda that He is
with her always now on earth and, because
He sent His Son to die for her sins, she
will live with Him in heaven eternally.
Brenda’s one desire for FAITH
is that everyone ‘stay safe’ and
when COVID is over for
everyone to find their way back
to FAITH so we can all worship
and fellowship together.
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Faith Lutheran meant a lot to my
grandma Tillie. She was strong in
her faith and I could see that in her
passing. I would like to thank
everyone for cards, your words,
coming to the funeral and or
showing, any donations, and prayers
after my grandma Tillie’s passing. They were a blessing at my
time of loss. Pastor and Barb, thank you for all you did. Austin
Notter, thank you for coming at the last second to help with the
media so my grandma’s pictures could be shown on the screens.
Rachel Szaroletta

The 18th Annual Valley Lutheran
Benefit Auction is happening
February 24-27, virtually! You can
register to bid at no cost from
anywhere you can access the internet.
This is the largest annual event
fundraiser for Valley Lutheran to support the annual needs with
the largest amount going to financial aid. Consider being a
sponsor or advertiser, donating an item or service, or joining the
virtual auction. Items are continually updated at
www.vlhsauction.com or you may contact Beth Kaul at 754-5918
or the school office at 790-1676.

Food Distribution: The next date for the Food Distribution
is Thursday, February 18. If you can help with this outreach
to our community, please be at the church around 8:00 am.
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“Return to the LORD your God, for He is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love; and He relents
over disaster” (Joel 2:13). God’s invitation and
promise finds its fullness in Jesus Christ, who
personified and accomplishes all that God
declares. Follow different events during the Pasion, specifically
focusing on the people that followed Christ, to see how God calls
His people to return to Him this Lenten season.
Ash Wednesday: “A Call to Return”
Midweek 1: “Return to Prayer”
Midweek 2:” Return from Betrayal”
Midweek 3: “Return from False Witness”
Midweek 4: “Return from Denial”
Midweek 5: “Return from the Kingdom of God”
Maundy Thursday: “Return to the Table”
Good Friday: “Return to the Truth”
Easter Sunday: “Return and See
As sinners, we have turned away from the Savior who gives
forgiveness and salvation. Join us on this journey beginning
Wednesday, February 17th at 7:00 pm.
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LWML SAGINAW VALLEY ZONE
PRAYER DAY SERVICE

Saturday March 20, 2021 at 9:00 am
Registration at 8:30 am
Peace Lutheran Church
3427 Adams Ave, Saginaw
All are welcome to attend, bring a friend
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